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Abstract:

The Kairouan School stands as one of the foremost intellectual
centers whose scholars profoundly shaped and advanced the Maliki
School of Islamic jurisprudence. Its strategic geographic position
rendered it a pivotal hub for scholarly exchange and the transmission of
knowledge between the Maghreb and the Mashrig. The city of Kairouan
served as a vibrant meeting point for seekers of knowledge from across
the Islamic world. Many of its scholars, upon hearing of Imam Malik’s
erudition, asceticism, and authority in jurisprudence, journeyed from
Kairouan to al-Madinah al-Munawwarah to study under him directly.
They later returned to Kairouan bearing the intellectual legacy and
methodological rigor of the Maliki tradition.

Through these scholarly efforts, Kairouan became the primary
conduit for the dissemination of Maliki jurisprudence throughout North
Africa and al-Andalus. Nevertheless, the school endured considerable
political adversity during the Aghlabid and Fatimid eras, when the
Maliki doctrine faced systematic suppression—its jurists persecuted and
its scholarly works burned or effaced. Despite such trials, the Kairouan
School remained a beacon of Maliki thought and a cornerstone of
Islamic legal scholarship in the western Islamic world.
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